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June 25, 2020

The Honorable J. Kevin Stitt
Governor, State of Oklahoma
Oklahoma State Capitol

2300 N Lincoln Blvd.

Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73105

Dear Governor Stitt:

Right now many Oklahoma families are hanging on by a thread. Tens of thousands of Oklahomans
who lost their jobs due to COVID-19 are in crisis and have still not received the unemployment
assistance they are entitled to under the CARES Act. I write today to request a list of resources
and federal guidance that your Administration needs to fix Oklahoma’s failed unemployment
program. Forcing unemployed Oklahomans to line up before sunrise, directing them to jammed
phonelines, and turning them away are not acceptable solutions, nor do they uphold the Oklahoma
Standard. We must provide unemployed Oklahomans relief now. I stand ready to assist in securing
any federal resources or regulatory guidance needed by your administration to fix our state’s
unemployment program.

Three months ago, Congress passed the CARES Act, bipartisan legislation that included an
estimated $260 billion for enhanced and expanded unemployment assistance for workers who lost
their jobs due to the pandemic. The CARES Act funded an additional 13 weeks of unemployment
assistance and expanded access to benefits for self-employed workers, independent contractors,
and workers seeking part-time employment, among other provisions. All of these programs are
fully federally funded, putting zero financial burden on the State of Oklahoma. Still, tens of
thousands of qualifying Oklahomans have not received a dime of the support they are due.

The magnitude of unemployment claims filed due to the COVID-19 pandemic creates a significant
challenge for states. To address this, Congress provided nearly $11 million to the State of
Oklahoma under the Families First Coronavirus Response Act to hire new staff and meet the
increased need for unemployment assistance. This legislation also provided no interest federal
loans to cover the costs of state unemployment benefits.

If our state needs additional federal support to adequately implement the unemployment assistance
which Oklahomans are entitled to, please provide a description of the federal resources or
regulatory guidance needed. I will work with the rest of the Oklahoma congressional delegation to
fight for any necessary assistance in Congress.



I hope that we can work together to ensure all Oklahomans get the help they need to make it
through this pandemic.

Sincerely,

Kondin. 2 Hoper—

Kendra S. Horn
Member of Congress
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